The Writing Process: Alvirne Style!!!

What is a thesis statement/focus controlling idea/QPR?

“A thesis statement declares what you believe and what you intend to prove. A good thesis statement makes the difference between a thoughtful research project and a simple retelling of facts.” (http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/thesis.html)
When you get to Alvirne they call the thesis statement a QPR .  This is how it works:

1. A QPR is written as 1 sentence.  

2. It is usually the last sentence of the introductory paragraph.

3. It includes:

a. Q – This stands for question.  You need to refer to the question at hand.

b. P – This stands for perspective.  This means your opinion.

c. R – This stands for reasons.  You may have up to 3 reasons (QPR3).  These reasons are relatively nonspecific and will be further developed later in the essay.


Example:


Essay Question:


Was Christopher Columbus a hero or a villain?





QPR3: 





Christopher Columbus was a villain because he was greedy, a murderer and cruel to the Arawak Native Americans.


When you would write your essay, R1 would be supported by a paragraph of information, R2 would be supported by a paragraph of information and R3 would be supported by a paragraph of information
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